
There are major questions for the legislature that have not 

been answered but need to be considered and answered 

concerning policies about the family. 

 

Why do we allow the removal of fit parents from the lives of 

their children every day? 

 

Why is Ohio still using the law, and methods that were passed 

in the 1980s
i
 to determine custody between parents when 

there have been so many significant changes in case law, 

societal changes, and significant psychological reports 

showing that the involvement of both parents is critical to the success of a child? 

 

The State of Ohio claimed that custody awards are done 70%
ii
 of the time in favor of the 

mother although we question these claims by the courts since Census Bureau numbers show 

the awards to be 85% in favor of the mother. 

 

Legislative & Societal Goal: To maximize a child’s involvement and access to both parents and 

all extended members of their family after a divorce. 

 

State of Ohio’s Interest: To protect the best interests of a child should abuse or neglect to a 

child be provable, not to interfere with the normal parent-child relationship. 

 

Ohio has a legal presumption that equal custody is best for all children and this is the stated 

intent of the Legislature that time between parents be maximized unless harm or abuse can be 

shown. 

 

Consistency statewide within the family courts of Ohio has long been a problem. The same sets 

of circumstances are often handled differently by judges for no reason, only their discretion as 

it is applied. Differences in local rules add to this problem. This would bring that much-needed 

consistency. 

 

Benefits to Ohio’s Families 

 Maximize the involvement of both parents and their families with their children 

 Establishes a stated baseline for custody unless the parents want to do something 

different. 

 Eliminate the adversarial divorce by moving the custody of children to a mediated 

rather than a litigated court battle.
iii

 This helps parents by reducing litigation costs and 

prevents them from having to spend their children’s education on litigation. 

 Provide the Domestic Relations Court and Juvenile Courts with a uniform framework to 

address a child’s best interests.
iv

 

 Increase a child’s familial ties with Siblings, Grandparents, & Relatives 

 Significantly reduce all associated societal costs of single-parent homes by reducing 

teenage pregnancies, criminal and disruptive behavior, truancy, school suspensions, 



school expulsions, and time spent alone without adult supervision, drug and alcohol 

abuse, et al. 

 

Benefits to the State and Counties: 

 Significantly Reduce Court Caseloads & Judicial Resources. Lower court operational 

costs on multiple levels, not just the “divorce” courts. Based on the new filing statics 

from 2010 when the last bill to change this was introduced; as many as 422,000 cases 

would be streamlined towards mediation with very little court involvement. 

 County costs would be reduced significantly and the need for expanded numbers of 

judges and courthouse additions would be reduced. 

 Lower burdens on businesses for lost time because of repeat court appearances, a 

friendlier environment that will attract business, and raise tax revenue without raising 

taxes. That lower burden would increase tax income to the State of Ohio. 

 Likely increase in state dollars being spent on tourism. 

 

While there was a bill introduced this year it fall woefully short of accomplishing what so many 

were told it would do
v
. It is time to do this and bring Ohio forward to lead this Nation for every 

family.  
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i
 Ohio’s shared parenting law was passed in 1984 and has not been updated since. Sections have been added but 

there have not been updates to the way the courts address custody issues.  
ii
 When the State’s Courts made this claim in a child support review report, they did not back the statistical claim 

with data.  
iii
 A Supreme Court report of new filed cases at the time of the introduction of GA129 SB144 and HB253 showed 

that with just new filing on custody issues in Juvenile and Domestic Relations court there were more cases filed 

than in the entire Common Pleas Division alone.   
iv
 In a current case before the Ohio Supreme Court on the original intent of “substantial change of circumstance” it 

was pointed out that 300,000 cases were re-litigated because of unclear language in the current law.  
v
 Read all the problems we found http://www.ohiofamilyrights.com/New/HB508%20Problems.htm and 

http://www.ohiofamilyrights.com/New/Problems%20in%20the%20Substitute%20Bill.htm  



HB508 Fails the Families of Ohio 

With recent discussions about possible changes to the way, Ohio looks at 

custody cases (HB508) for those divorcing there is a lot that the general 

public does not know about this process and how it affects everyone, not 

just those involved in these cases.  

The process of divorce is the dissolving of the legal contract that exists 

when a man and a woman marry.  During this process the courts decide 

and approved the division of marital assets and if there are children involved, who will be the primary 

parent for those children.  While marital assets are divided equally, the time spent with the children 

often is not and that is where current law fails not only the children but society and everyone in Ohio as 

a whole.  

Under current law, we fail to keep a child’s entire family fully involved, that includes aunts, uncles, 

cousins, grandparents, as well as both the mother and father.  

We fail when we bring about needless and costly litigation that has parents spending their children’s 

college funds to try to grab a few extra days of time with a child that they have been with equally since 

birth. HB508, because of the language in it will force parents to argue what used to be “the factors for 

determining custody” individually instead of as one and do it on a he said/she said basis.  

We drive up everyone’s taxes to support large court staff (HB508 will cause increases) and court 

buildings specifically built for these cases.  There are more cases heard concerning custody between two 

parents in the “family courts” than are heard in the general divisions of Common Pleas which handle 

felonies and major lawsuits.  

We fail business when we repeatedly cause workers to have to take a day off for trivial issues in court.  

When the worker is off for the day a business needs to replace them or in many cases lose productivity 

for the day. Lost productivity causes lost tax dollars during this.  

We fail our children’s education by not taking advantage of the ability of both the mother and father’s 

educational specialties.  This also drives up taxes because the colleges often have to teach math 

remedially to bring a freshman up to date on their math skills. 

We fail society with higher crime rates as they have missed the greater degree of discipline that is 

provided by a father.  Without that discipline, youth lack respect for others and are statistically more 

prone to drug addiction.  

Unfortunately what is being proposed in HB508 will not solve any of these problems.  

While we have long worked to fix and update what are 40-year-old approaches that do not fit or serve 

the families of today, this bill is a clear failure at doing what some claim it is intended to do. If we are to 

protect the entire family and every citizen in Ohio we must respectfully ask those in the Ohio Legislature 

to fix the problem rather than throw wasteful and confusing patches at a decades-old problem.  
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